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Enrollment for 2016 Dairy Margin
Protection Program Began July 1

FSA announced that starting July 1, 2015, dairy farmers can enroll
in Margin Protection Program for coverage in 2016. The voluntary
program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial
assistance to participating dairy operations when the margin — the
difference between the price of milk and feed costs — falls below the
coverage level selected by the farmer.

The Margin Protection Program gives participating dairy producers
the flexibility to select coverage levels best suited for their
operation. Enroliment begins July 1 and ends on Sept. 30, 2015, for
coverage in 2016. Participating farmers will remain in the program
through 2018 and pay a $100 administrative fee each year.
Producers also have the option of selecting a different coverage
level during open enroliment each year. Margin Protection Program
payments are based on an operation’s historical production. An
operation’s historical production will increase by 2.61 percent in
2016 if the operation participated in 2015, providing a stronger
safety net.

USDA also has an online resource available to help dairy producers
decide which level of coverage will provide them with the strongest
safety net under a variety of conditions. The enhanced Web tool,
available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to
quickly and easily combine their unique operation data and other
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key variables to calculate their coverage needs based on price
projections. Producers can also review historical data or estimate
future coverage based on data projections. The secure site can be
accessed via computer, mobile phone, or tablet, 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

Dairy operations enrolling in the program must meet conservation
compliance provisions. Producers participating in the Livestock
Gross Margin insurance program may register for the Margin
Protection Program, but this new margin program will only begin
once their livestock dairy insurance coverage has ended.
Producers must also submit form CCC-782 for 2016, confirming
their Margin Protection Program coverage level selection, to the
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. If electing higher coverage
for 2016, dairy producers can either pay the premium in full at the
time of enrollment or pay a minimum of 25 percent of the premium
by Feb. 1, 2016.

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy
for more information, or stop by a local FSA office to learn more
about the Margin Protection Program. To find a local FSA office in
your area, Vvisit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Opens Enrollment Period for
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss
Coverage Safety-Net Programs

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that eligible
producers may now formally enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2014 and
2015. The enrollment period began June 17, 2015, and will end
Sept. 30, 2015.

The new programs, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, trigger
financial protections for agricultural producers when market forces
cause substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. More than 1.76
million farmers have elected ARC or PLC. Previously, 1.7 million
producers had enrolled to receive direct payments (the program
replaced with ARC and PLC by the 2014 Farm Bill). This means
more farms have elected ARC or PLC than previously enrolled
under previously administered programs.

Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91 percent of corn farms,
and 66 percent of wheat farms elected ARC. 99 percent of long
grain rice farms, 99 percent of peanut farms, and 94 percent of
medium grain rice farms elected PLC. For data about other crops
and state-by-state program election results go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Covered commaodities under ARC and PLC include barley, canola,
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum,
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain
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rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice),
safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
Upland cotton is no longer a covered commaodity.

For more information please contact your local FSA office
https://offices.usda.gov.

Agricultural Producers in New Hampshire Still Have Time to
Apply for Direct Farm Ownership Loan Program
Low-Interest Loans Can Help Producers Start or Expand Farms

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) New Hampshire Farm Service Agency (FSA) today
announced that farmers and ranchers still have time to apply for low interest loans available through
the FSA direct farm ownership program. Applications must be approved by Sept. 30, 2015, to take
advantage of the funding available.

Eligible farmers and ranchers can borrow up to $300,000 to buy farmland, construct or repair
buildings, pay closing costs, or promote soil and water conservation. The interest rate can be as low
as 1.5 percent with up to 40 years to repay.

New farmers and ranchers, military veterans, and underserved farmers and ranchers also are
encouraged to apply. Each year Congress targets 80 percent of available loan funds to beginning
and targeted underserved farmers and ranchers. Targeted underserved groups include American
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians, or other Pacific
Islanders, Hispanics and women.

For more information about farm loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit https://offices.usda.gov.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
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to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



